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Captain’s Log

| would like to extend on behalf of the club; a BIG thank You to Andrew
parks who, very generously supplied, and fitted the new security tag door
system at no cost. | think everyone would agree that it makes access so
unbelievably convenient, so thanks again Andrew, this has really improved
the clubs accessibility.

| also thought it was time to go and visit Warren Sly, to check out progress
on the Mustang P51 he is building. As you walk in to the workshop which
to the eye conspired with time to have the period look of the buildings
that these beautiful machines were being built. It looks fantastic and | can’t
wait to see it flying. As | said last time a saw it, the size is impressive, it's no
budgie and will be very impressive when it's standing on its gear. Warren
shows me the panel with all its switches, and right in the middle sits a
beautiful ethos which will tell him just about anything he wants to know.
The wings have been plumbed, and are having the fuel tanks fitted; Once
again warren has departed from the factory spec which called for plastic
tanks. But he has manufactured tanks from light alloy, as well as installed an
extra tank which will give him increased range. when the main part of the
wings have to be fitted he may help to do this so if anyone wants to spare
a few hours when the need arises please let me know and | will pass it on. |
know | will be there. He is hoping to have it finished by the end of the year.
What a Xmas present that will be....

We have also had the go ahead to buy a new fridge for the bar. This will be
a proper double door display fridge which will enable us to stock a bigger
range of beverages, and display the wine which currently does not get
displayed as it takes up to much space in the little fridge. | think it will also
be nice to be able to see want as the doors are glass.

Also another little snippet that | would like to pass on, once again this is
aimed at the newer PPL. Last week | went on a trip to wellington, it was an
awesome flight there and back. As always, after each flight | ask my self what
could have been done better, what in this new chunk of experience did |
learn?

Well there was one thing. The flight went perfectly, we left wellington [my
wife, mother and 1] as always | note down the fuel as its used, and switching
from left to right tanks every half hour and deducting what the fuel flow
meter said we had used in that period.

When the next fuel change came up | switched on the fuel pump, [the next
bit gets a bit foggy] my notes said | was on the left tank and | deducted the
fuel from the last amount that was noted for that tank. Then i leaned down
to switch the tank and noticed that | was on the right hand tank, which
conflicted with my notes. Oh S#*T | thought. | looked at my notes and then
thought did | change the tank just after | switched on the fuel pump?

Or has it been on that tank for a half hour longer then it should have been?

| had plenty of fuel, but who needs a tank running dry during a critical
phase of the flight such as landing of flying lower over terrain because of
cloud. Luckily I was at six thousand feet and it was clear. | thought back over
everything and was sure | has switched the tank as an automatic process
and had simply forgotten as you do when things are done with repetition.
Yes that was it, definitely | switched the tank. Well definitely maybe my mind
called back.



It nagged me all the way back home, from Ohura NDB,

| worked out the fuel as if | had left it on that tank for

the extra period and came up with the same answer, yes

I had switched the tank. But the facts were that until |
could check with the dip stick | could not be a hundred
percent sure. Only Ninety nine percent, and with flying |
don't even like those odds. While | was high | left it on the
lowest tank after deducting the possible extra fuel used
and flew with the fullest tank when | had to descend and
land.

After | landed | checked the tanks with the dipstick, and
yes | had switched the tank

But because | had done it with out concisely noting that |
had it bugged me all the way home.

Why had this happened? | thought. And here is a possible
answer, because we were higher then most of my flights
in very smooth air for around two hours it was nice but

it was very low stimulation, mentally. Had | made this
small error because it was so smooth and routine, for
that period of the flight that my mind had just shut off its
recorder?

That’s the only answer that makes any sense to me. Now
when | go flying | will make a note in my notes ‘tank
switched’and then note it as switched.

I thought it was worth passing on, | have only just sat my
CPL human factors and | am now a convert of Low Visual
or mental stimulus can lead you to shut some parts of the
working mind off. As | said in the previous news letter if
you have you PPL or are going for it, please share things
like this. To read about them in a book is good, but when
these things happen to someone you know, in a funny
way it makes it sink in more. So unless the rest of the
flying members are Aliens, in which case human factors
or slips won't apply | would love to hear about some of
your slips. Remember to ‘Err is Human; to talk about them
is divine’

If any of the membership who see the email [that
includes you Aliens] could let us know what you do for
your occupation so we can make a list of what you do for
a job this will enable the club to come to your company,
or employ your skills when they are needed.

I think this is better then going outside of the club when
we may have just the right person for the job right here.

So if you could email your occupation to the club we will
keep it in a list so we can come to you rather then spend
money with some one else.

Kind regards and safe flying
Juan Ferandoes
Club captain

Duty Pilots

Duty starts at 10 am. Duty Pilot Folder located on the
back wall of the club house.

Duty Pilots are required RAIN, HAIL or SHINE!

If you find you are unable to fulfil this obligation | suggest
you Log onto to The Club On Line Booking System

( http://www.scheduleaplane.com/sap/login.php <http://
www.scheduleaplane.com/sap/login.php> ) and go to
“Communications”/‘Phone Book’ to arrange a‘Swap'.

Regards, Dave.
Ph 416 6614 or Please Email me on B747FE@xtra.co.nz
Duty Pilot Roster August 09

Sat 1 Craig Speck

Sun 2 Simon Jonassen
Sat 8 Byron Wagstaff
Sun 9 Trevor Kippie

Sat 15 Geof logan

Sun | 16 Warren Millar

Sat | 22 Julianne Neilsen
Sun | 23 Mo Hang poon
Sat | 29 Warren Sly

Sun | 30 Anthony Swann

BFR booklets and more...

The club now has for sale, BFR booklets for $5.00.
Contact Linley at the office or CFl Ruth.

They can be either posted or collected prior to starting
work on the BFR.

Coming soon;

Maps, Log Books, Log Book Covers, Kneeboards,
Protractors, Flight Computers, Rulers,and Club Shirts

Aircraft Rates

EZG NOW $154.00
DXQ NOW $175.00
WEH NOW $175.00
JIE NOW $218.00
PAE NOW $285.00

$30.00 PER HOUR

(TO BE PAID DIRECTLY TO THE INSTRUCTOR AT THE
END OF EACH FLIGHT!)

So come flying and take advantage of the new rates!!!

Instructor rates are:

The booking system is now running properly so bookings
can be made in the normal way.

Don't forget the new maps are now in use and are
available at the club at $18.00 each.
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Important Notices:

FYl, Taxiway Delta is now closed.

Taxiway Golf is still open for Aviation Sports Club

aircraft to taxi upon, however, please be aware of the
deteriorating surface condition especially about the areas
adjacent to Taxiway Delta.

Please note that the grass taxi area between the hangar
and the refueling area is very soft and it is recommended
that you either pull or push the aircraft down the unused
taxiway to the pumps or taxi out to TWY G and along to
the pumps.

TWY G Closure

TWY G will be closed for Military ground operations and
driver training from 1000 hours on Mon 10 Aug 09 until
0300 hours on Fri 14 Aug 09.

Please plan all flights and activities around these timings.

Instructor Roster

Some of you may not be aware that both Ruth and Mike
are away for most of July 2009.

Ruth is away from 25/6 to 27/7

Mike is away from 27/6 to 25/7

While Ruth is away, the acting CFl and current B-Cat

is Steve Jurd. 021-501503

WEEKEND ROSTERED INSTRUCTORS FOR JULY ARE:

(This roster information is on the booking system)

4/7 Steve Jurd B-Cat
5/7 Peter Jefferies C-Cat
11/7 Peter Lewis C-Cat
12/7 Dave Cogan C-Cat
18/7 Peter Lewis C-Cat
19/7 Peter Jefferies C-Cat
25/7 Mike Clark C-Cat
26/7 Richard Hectors  C-Cat (not current B-Cat)

MID WEEK ROSTERED INSTRUCTORS ARE:
Peter Jefferies: 021-1822884
Peter Lewis: 021-894159

Available each day of the school holidays — 6/7 to 17/7

then he is available from:
Mondays Available until 12.00 pm only
Tuesdays Unavailable all day

Wednesdays Available after 1.00 pm only
Thursdays  Available after 11.30 am only
Fridays Available after 10.30 am only
This information is on the booking system.

If you have any problems, please do not hesitate to
contact me at the club.

Dishwasher

Please make sure the dishwasher is not left running while
unattended or overnight.

We have recently had power surges that have blown all
power and circuit breakers at the club rooms and at the
Fire Section.

Canterbury Aero Club

Due to enhanced security requirements implemented
at Christchurch International Airport and Canterbury
Aero Club; Canterbury Aero Club is no longer able to be
an access point between airside and non airside for the
general flying population.

Please be aware that to gain access to, and use of,
Canterbury Aero Club facilities, pilots and passengers will
need to produce Flying New Zealand membership cards.
Non Flying New Zealand pilots will need to contact AVSEC
to get access to and from airside”

Regards
Chris English,
Chief Executive

Congratulations

Mark Langford and his wife Katrina had a baby boy born
6th June 2009.

Dave Cogan and partner Rachel had a baby girl on 10th
June 2009. Congratulations to both!

Steve and Jane Jurd on the birth of their second daughter
7th July 2009.

Andrew Park and Ryan Brookes for getting their
PPL’s this month.

Welcome New Members

James Wagner Service
Robert Weaver Service
Callum Harrison Civil
David Todd Civil
Emma Milne Social
Michael Bowen Civil
Sandy Norman Civil
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Flying NZ Conference Report

Blenheim 09
by Rob Kenyon and Phil Freeman

Air Safari

Obviously an important focus for FNZ over the next
nine months. It is being described as a once in a lifetime
experience. It will be used as a publicity vehicle for
Lifeline and air ambulance.

Competitions

New structure for Regionals and Nationals. RNZAC will
now organise the competition side of the event, and
the host club will be responsible only for the hospitality
/ social side. Hard copy of all RNZAC competitions now
printed off by Phil, bound, and available at club.

Trends

Report that there is a significant trend towards the use of
modern Microlights.

Costs, Medical

7/12 Clubs in Northern area now using Microlights. 1600
microlight Pilots.

Website

-Some clubs put their newsletters on here. Proposed we
get link to this.

There is provision for a page for each club on RNZAC site.

- Can put news on here to propagate NZ wide through all
clubs.

- There is good info on here for us as a club regarding club
ops, crisis/event management, marketing etc.

- For access to all secure areas on this website.
Login: flyingnz Password: stalled

New FNZ Website

Launches September. More user friendly, comprehensive.
Provision for clubs to include their newsletters on.

Trial Flight Vouchers Credit Card format. Cost $150.

View was expressed that Trial Flights should be more than
just flying. Trial Flight experience is important as well. be
positive, exciting, motivating.

Ongoing flight gift vouchers $250, $500, $1000.

Comprehensive security to prevent possibility of
fraudulent use.

To Participate club registers as a participant with RNZAC.
They will then be listed on FNZ website as such.

Cost: $25 commission on trial voucher. 10% on all others.

The proceeds to FNZ would be used for seed funding for
external promotion of flying as a sport to the general
public.

Point of contact : FNZ Secretary. (Dave Bishop).
Redemption by cheque or D/c to club.

CAA

-People with a PPL or higher can log time flown in light
sport aircraft and micro lights.

-Pt 91 pilots can fly and log microlight time but not
against specific licence requirement times. Eg, as part of
PIC for PPL, x-country for CPL etc.

-Instructors exercising pt 61 privileges can log instructing
time in light sport aircraft.

-Pt 141 requirements for BFR, type ratings etc not going
to happen.

Airways Corporation

-Will be worlds first commercialised airways, directly
funded by users not government.

- Existing cost structure puts cost across whole industry.
(It's seen by some the airlines help fund GA)

- There is discussion on how best to cost for when new
operators come in. Which in turn increase airways loading
and cost. (Unfair on existing operators in this new user
pays system).

-This means there will be a 4.17% increase in fees for
aerodromes/airways etc. They did want over 10% but the
airlines talked them down. This is the first increase in 17
years. Also $35 fee for overdue SARTIMES.

Airways got a bollocking from those attending about
what was perceived as unreasonable charges. We appear
to be getting well served in representation to Airways by
FNZ executive.

Airways claim they are only getting about 20% of the
actual costs of servicing GA from the GA interest sector.

Spider track
-ELT info;

1999-2008: 82 a/c crashes. Only 14% of ELT's worked
correctly meaning 86% didn't.

The reasons for them not working; -fire, a/c sank, a/c
midair break up, impact damage, aerial damage.

Canadians : either 406 or Spidertrack (i.e. spider track
seen as a very good alt. to ELT’s.).

- How it works;

GPS signal from spider track box in the a/c is sent to
orbiting satellites at an interval selected by the operator.
This is on the Iridium network.

These signals leave a bread crumb trail which can be
accessed by any one who has authority to log onto your
tracking section of the website. This can be seen by
anyone you want from friends and family to any and all
club members/ CFl, ops manager etc.
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Flying NZ conference Report cont...

This breadcrumb trail leaves dots for every signal which
you can click on, details altitude, speed and hdg.

The signal starts automatically when a/c reaches 40 knots.

You can buy as many boxes as required and swap the
box/es between a/c.

-System

The 200gm box requires no fitting, certification or
external aerial. It has a keypad to transmit basic info back
to base and emergency alert which sends an email or text
to your nominated recipients.

-How it’s activated
By the pilot pushing the emergency alert button.

When the signal is lost from the box. ELT emergency is a
signal sent from ELT, spider track emergency is activated
by the system not the box itself. Thereby if the box is
faulty it won't hinder the search process unlike ELT.

The signal is sent out to tiers when signal is lost from the
spider.

1; to your nominated recipients, by text or email. This
allows them to find out if your safe before alerting
emergency services. If there is no response,

2; from there it will be sent to RCC.

* As soon as alert is sent by pilot or the signal is lost from
the spider action will happen. Active monitoring.

* With SARTIME if accident occurs you have to wait until
nominated sartime then wait for RCC to ring around etc.
Passive monitoring.

Good for Solo x Country monitoring.

RNZAF trialling in Trainers.

Note: Is this a source for WASC if we wanted to adopt?
-Cost, $100 connection fee.

$1295+gst with free key pad.

$1995 + gst, $450 +gst for keypad.

Special July;
Normally;

$40 per month subscription and 20c for every update
sent, with a no greater than 4 min update time.

Based on US S.
This is their present charge and is likely to change.

First 6 months of subscription free because airways
helping to fund initially.

Flying NZ Trends
-Increase in microlight usage.

« cheaper per hour and entry costs for learner pilots,
thus easier for GA to get new people.

- isalifeline for smaller clubs.

« has easier medical requirements.

FNZ card
- Free.

- Primarily for communication. (not much of that was
happening). Also used as ID for discounts for Pilot
Supplies.

- About TT of clubs use it. (some clubs were not keen
originally because of privacy concerns, have been told by
FNZ executive this is not a problem)

- Possibly used for airside access in the future. Now
required for access to Cant Aero Club facilities.

- Reciprocal benefits between clubs.
Overview of FNZ

- Is here to protect airways and rights of all GA
organisations.

-Now has a connection with FAA as a lobbyist; seen
as becoming of significant importance to protect GA
airspace, esp. in Europe.

- connects clubs.

- has 43 active member club, have lost 2 in the last 3 years
with 2 new clubs arriving.

Young Eagles

- Generate passion in kids therefore membership and
turnover increase, with the goal of getting them to carry
on and do their PPL.

- If we're interested contact Kevin from Sunair in Tga.

- Could be good for us with the ATC kids and generating
more interest with younger people??

Marketing
-4 P’s. Price, product, promotion and place.

- Determine needs and wants of our target market then
deliver desired satisfaction more effectively than our
competitors. Eg, skydiving, cycling etc.

-What are we trying to achieve?

Get people before they join other sports, change
percpectives (flying is expensive), get more people flying,
are we trying to attract more members given our clubs
circumstances.

-Why are we trying to achieve these goals?

More members? Greater turnover? Acquiring more assets?
-Who do we need to approach?

-How do we approach them?

What is it about our target people that would make them
want to join us? (ask present members), tell them a story,
eg, spending time with you is much more fun than flying,
YEAH RIGHT.

Questionaire to last three people who joined:
Demographics Why joined. Gender age Profession
Questions to ask these people:-

«  What are we doing well to meet your needs in our
club?
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Flying NZ conference Report cont...

+ What can we do to get you flying?
« Why are you still a member?
«  What are your future aviation goals?

«  What skills do you have, that you could give to the
club?

« What aspect of flying do you like? Type of flying? X
Country? Competition? Aerobatics?

+ Intention: Hire ? Own?

«  What can we change to make membership more
attractive?

« What aspects do you want to improve on your flying?
«  What attracted you to Aviation ? Our Club?

«  Thinking back, how did you hear about our club?
What got you out to the club the first time?

Don’t do as a written questionnaire, do as a face to face or
phone., and probe responses.

Instructor seminar
A couple of points were raised,

- Plain language;

- Talk of changing some weather into plain language,
there was concern of people losing their ability to
interpret. Especially those going onto make a career in
aviation. Not such a big issue for recreational pilots.

There is a program you can get which puts info into plain
language.

- Perceived unhelpfulness from air traffic services.

Eg; making some people hold for an unnecessary amount
of time (arrogance towards GA).

Remedies;

lodge an ARC (aviation related concern) for more serious
incidents. Example given was a/c undergoing IF training
at CH was not allowed certain approaches due to heavy
traffic, however when the pilot listened to all frequencies
in the area he didn't hear anything for 20min.

; Talk to the chief controller. He can however only guide
his controllers so long as they’re working inside the law.

Puts a whole new meaning of “never run a red light!!”

Did you know Gibraltar’s Airport runway and vehicular traffic crossings are at the same level
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MINUTES OF THE AVIATION SPORTS CLUB
(POWER SECTION) HELD ON 11th June 2009

Present:
John Edmonds (
Mike Clark
Ruth Nisbet
Phil Freeman
Linley Edmonds
Aaron Scanlan
Juan Ferrandoes

Apologies:
Robert Kenyon
Neal McGowan
Graham Spurdle

DCEO)
DCFI)

CFI)
(Secretary)
(Operations Manager).
(CEO)

(Club Captain)

(Asst. Safety)
(Treasurer)
(Maintenance Manager)

ITEM 1: OPENING
The DCEO declared the meeting open at 1910 hrs.

ITEM 2: MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
accepted as true and accurate.

MOVED: Aaron Seconded John : Approved.
CARRIED:

ITEM 3: SAFETY

Para Club Operations.

There has been little Para activity so far. A static line
course is planned for 26th June.

The Duty Pilot / Duty instructor are to be briefed
ACTION: John Edmonds and Duty Instructor.

An incident was reported involving a Club member who
departed for Rotorua, turned back at Orere Pt but was
unable to land on any of the designated runways due to
high cross winds. It is reported he ended up landing on
Taxiway Golf.

ACTION : A report to CAA Needed, with input from Base
Ops. Ruth to convene meeting with Member.

It was proposed by Aaron that a protocol now be put

in place that any club Pilot must obtain an Instructors
Authority prior to commencing a cross country. A Cross
Country is any flight that extends further from the club
than 25 miles. Permission to be sought from the Duty
instructor, or if not available any other instructor. The
Authority can be in person, by telephone or email. The
CEO instructed that the CFl directive is to be amended to
include this responsibility for an instructor.

The committee approved this move.

ACTION Ruth to have directive amended, and Instructors
advised.

Subsequent to the meeting, a proposal was mooted that
members with less than 200 hrs be required to follow
above procedure, but that after 200 hr this requirement
could be waived, where the Instructors are satisfied the
member is experienced enough to be given a blanket OK
to fly without reference to an instructor.

ACTION Would all Committee members discuss this later
proposal by email.

John also advised a further safety incident involving a
further club member.

ACTION: Loic Ifrah to follow up with member.

ITEM 4: MATTERS ARISING
A procedure to be drafted for handling of electronic keys.
ACTION: John and Linley. Still under action

Lanyards and Holders.

Under way, being organised by Linley. Wording “ RNZAF
Base Auckland Aviation Sports Club.”

Logos

Winner was Frenchy, but some minor amendments will be
investigated.

AIRSHOW FREE DRAW
Draw carried out at committee meeting.

Clive Norman of St John the winner.

Membership renewal

Linley reported that the renewal process was in hand,
forms completed, and an early notification to members
would be made. Notification to go out 1/8/2009 with
reminder on 1/9/2009.

ACTION Linley.

ITEM 5: CORRESPONDENCE :- INWARDS
New Memberships:

.James Wagner Service
Approved

Robert Weaver Service
Approved

Callum Harrison Civil
Approved

David Todd Civil
Approved subj call

Emma Milne Social
Approved

Michael Bowen Civil
Approved Subj. Call

Sandy Norman Civil

Approved Subj. Call
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Committee Report cont...

Altherm Quote for Conservatory. Filed for future
reference.

Action No further action meantime.

Other Correspondence

Air BP. effective 1/8/2009, they will no longer supply
Castrol Lubes.

Fuel Price changed 11/5/2009 +2 cents. Eff 8/6/2009 +
further 8 cents / litre. +GST.

Hire rates to increase to reflect new fuel prices. Of $1.92
per litre. EZG $154.00 per hour.

ITEM 5: CORRESPONDENCE :- OUTWARDS
Nil

ITEM 6: FINANCE
Current Fuel Price: $1-92 / Litre incl GST.

Flying Hrs 08 09
86.2 68.8
08 09

Tomahawk Hrs 42.7 41.5

Bank a/c’s as at 31 January 2009.
Chga/c$ XXXXXX
A/C Fund $ 138,906
Engine Fund $ XXXXXX

ACTION : Phil to contact Neal for clarification on account
balances.

ITEM 7: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
Bar Fridge.

Juan given authority to spend up to $1300 to purchase a
larger glass front fridge.

Bar purchases.

Aaron to enquire about purchasing refreshments from
base.

ACTION Aaron.

Club Carpet.

Base has turned our application for funding down. The
next club financial project should probably be to fund a
replacement ourselves. Following that, Air conditioning
has been ID’d as a desirable addition to club room
improvements.

Monthly BBQ
This will be held every third Saturday.

Flying Competition interclub.

Proposed it be held in Oct /Nov. annually between Nth
Shore, Ardmore, Whenuapai, Northland Districts. To be
called Wayne Matthews Memorial trophy.

Moved Juan Seconded Phil Carried.

ITEM 8: MAINTENANCE

The Maintenance Manager was absent, but sent a report
advising that the battery in EZG had been replaced after
only 6 months operation. He requested that Instructors
ensure Students pull the EZG to the fuel pump rather than
taxiing, to save battery wear and tear. 100 hr check due
soon. ARA just done.

Second Trainer

Juan reported the availability of a renovated Tomahawk
at North Shore. From Photos supplied, it appeared in mint
condition, with 0 hrs engine, prop, many other excellent
features 6000 total Hrs.

After discussion, Juan was authorised to investigate
further and report back to the committee.

ACTION: Juan

Headset adapters
Now supplied, sets should be available from next month.

Service Board.
Request that this be kept up to date.
ACTION Graham?

ITEM 9: INSTRUCTORS

CFl and Deputy CFl needed during absence of Ruth and
Mike overseas from 25th June to 21 July.

Steve Jurd to be approached to ascertain if an
arrangement can be agreed upon. The committee hopes
Peter Lewis and Peter Jefferies may also be able to make a
significant contribution in picking up the slack.

Briefing room key now kept in earphone cupboard.

Winter night classes now being conducted Monday and
Wednesday.

ITEM 10:
Visa.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Visa working well, but still not broadly known about.

Juan to check on the arrangement he made with the
bank, on what payment options are available and
ascertain whether card numbers can be taken over the
telephone and processed.

ACTION: Juan / Linley.
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Committee Report cont...

Internet Bank Account.

Linley reported this is working well.

Starter Pack.

4 flights .8 Hrs, plus logbook. = $500.00. Instructors fees
additional.

Booking system.

Linley advised Pilots are not updating system when flights
are cancelled. Linley authorised to debit offending pilots
after a suitable warning.

QOil.

Available for Club owned and operated Aircraft only.
Private Pilots to be informed.

Action Linley.

Lease contract aircraft: clarification to be made for these
aircraft.

Baz.

Account squared up. He has been paid $1000 for
Headsets. PAF now has a BP card.

Pilot Accessories

Linley advise two sets sold, Foggles in office, One set of
Manuals for PPL in office for hire.

Instructors Cabinet

Linley advised she and Ruth would be transferring
instructor items from her cabinet over to a cabinet
specifically for Instructors. Linley’s cabinet will then have
a new security lock fitted.

Ops Manual.
Important this be signed quarterly by Pilot Members.
ACTION: Instructors to check when checking Pilots out.

ITEM 11: NEXT MEETING

Next meeting to be at the Clubhouse at 1900 on 13th July
2009.

ITEM 12: CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 2130 hrs

Aeroscraft dwarfs the largest commercial airliners , The
airship takes off and lands like a helicopter, straight up
and down This is not a Blimp. It’s a sort of flying Queen
Mary 2 that could change air travel. When it's completed,
it will ferry pampered passengers across continents and
oceans as they stroll leisurely about the one-acre cabin
or relax in their staterooms . Unlike its dirigible ancestors,
the Aeroscraft is not lighter than air. Its 14 million cubic
feet of helium hoist only two-thirds of the craft’s w eight.
The rigid and surprisingly aerodynamic body, driven by
huge rear-ward propellers , generates enough additional
lift to keep the behemoth and its 400-ton payload aloft
while cruising During takeoff and landing, six turbo-

fan jet engines push the ship up or ease its descent

This two-football-fields-long airship is the brainchild of
Igor Pasternak, whose privately funded California firm,
Worldwide Aeros Corporation, is in the early stages

of developing aprototype and expects to have one
completed by 2010. Pasternak says several cruise ship
companies have expressed interest in the project, and
for good reason - the craft would have a range of several
thousand miles, and, with an estimated top speed of
174 mph, could traverse the continental United States in
about 18 hour s. During the flight, passengers would vi
ew national landmarks just 8,000 feet below, or, if they
weren't captivated by the view, the cavernous interior
would easily accommodate such amenities as luxury
staterooms, restaurants - - even a casino. To minimize
noise, the aft-mounted propellers will be electric,
powered by a renewable source such as hydrogen fuel
cells. Sophisticated buoyancy - management system

will serve the same purpose as trim on an airplane,
allowing for precise adjustments in flight dynamics

to compensate for outside conditions and passenger
movement. The automated system will draw outside air
into compartments throughout the ship and compress it
to manage onboard weight.

‘You can land on the snow, you can land on the water,
‘Pasternak says. Its a new vision of what can be done in
the air’

Aeroscraft: Purpose - Long -range travel for passengers
who are more concerned with the journey than the
destination..

Dimensions (feet): 165'H x 244’647’ L
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Bill Daly got these snaps of the Aussie Caribou just after it
refuelled at the club on April 18th.

Hi Mate,

I am writing to you because | need your help to get me
bloody pilot’s license back. You keep telling me you got
all the right contacts. Well now’s your chance to make
something happen for me because, mate, I'm bloody
desperate. But first, I'd better tell you what happened
during my last flight review with the CAA examiner.

On the phone, Ron (that’s the CAA guy) seemed a
reasonable sort of bloke. He politely reminded me of the
need to do a flight review every two years.

He even offered to drive out, have a look over my
property, and let me operate from my own strip.

Naturally | agreed to that.

Anyway, Ron turned up last Wednesday. First up, he said
he was a bit surprised to see the plane on a small strip
outside my homestead because the ALA (Authorized
Landing Area) is about a mile away. | explained that
because this strip was so close

to the homestead it was more

convenient than the ALA, and

despite the power lines that cross

about midway down the strip it’s

really not a problem to land and

take-off because at the half-way

point down the strip you're usually

still on the ground.

For some reason Ron seemed

nervous. So although | had done

the pre-flight inspection only four

days earlier | decided to do it all

over again. Because Ron was watching me carefully, |
walked around the plane three times instead of my usual
two. My effort was rewarded because the color finally
returned to Ron’s cheeks. In fact, they were a bright red.

In view of Ron'’s obviously better mood, | told him that |
was going to combine the test with some farm work as |
had to deliver three poddy calves from the home paddock
to the main herd. After a bit of a chase | finally caught the
calves and threw them into the back of the ol’Cessna 172.

We climbed aboard but Ron started getting on to me
about weight and balance calculations and all that crap.

Of course | knew that thing was a waste of time because
calves like to move around a bit, particularly when they
see themselves 500 feet off the ground. So it's pointless
trying to secure them as you know. However, | did tell Ron
that he shouldn’t worry as | always keep the trim wheelset

on neutral to ensure that we remain pretty stable at all
stages throughout the flight.

Anyway, | started the engine and cleverly minimized

the warm-up time by tramping hard on the brakes and
gunned her to 2,500 rpm. | then discovered that Ron

has very acute hearing,, even though he was wearing

a bloody headset. Through all that noise he detected

a metallic rattle and demanded that | account for it.
Actually it began about a month ago and was caused by a
screwdriver that fell down a hole in the floor and lodged
in the fuel selector mechanism. The selector can’t be
moved now but it doesn’t matter because it's jammed on
“All Tanks” so | suppose that’s okay.

However, as Ron was obviously a real nit-picker, | blamed

the noise on a vibration from a steel thermos flask which

| keep in a beaut possie between the windshield and the

magnetic compass. My explanation seemed to relax Ron

because he slumped back in the seat and kept looking up
at the cockpit roof.

| released the brakes to taxi out
but unfortunately the plane gave
a leap and spun to the right. “Hell”,
| thought, “not the starboard
chalk again.” The bump jolted Ron
back to full alertness. He looked
wildly around just in time to see
a rock thrown by the propwash
disappear completely through
the windscreen of his brand new
Commodore.

While Ron was ranting about his
car, l ignored his requirement that we taxi to the ALA and
instead took off under the power lines. Ron didn't say a
word, at least not until the engine started coughing right
at the lift off point, then he bloody screamed his head off.

“Oh God! Oh God! Oh God!”

“Now take it easy, Ron” | told him firmly. “That often
happens after take-off and there is a good reason for
it” | explained patiently that | usually run the plane on
standard MOGAS, but one day | accidentally putin a
gallon or two of kerosene. To compensate for the low
octane of the kerosene | siphoned in a few gallons of
super MOGAS and shook the wings up and down a few
times to mix it up.

Since then, the engine has been coughing a bit but
in general it works just fine if you know how to coax
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it properly. Anyway, at this stage, Ron seemed to lose

all interest in my flight test. He pulled out some rosary
beads, closed his eyes and became lost in prayer. (I didn’t
think that anybody was a Catholic these days.)

| selected some nice music on the HF radio to help

him relax. Meanwhile, I climbed to my normal cruising
altitude of 10,500 feet. | don’t normally put in a flight
plan or get the weather because, as you know getting fax
access out here is a friggin joke and the bloody weather
is always 8/8 blue anyway. But since | had that near miss
with a Saab 340 | might have to change my thinking on
that. Anyhow, on levelling out | noticed some wild camels
heading into my improved pasture.

| hate bloody camels and always carry a loaded .303
clipped inside the door of the Cessna just in case | see
any of the bastards. We were too high to hit them, but as
a matter of principle, | decided to have a go through the
open window. Mate, when | pulled the bloody rifle out
the effect on Ron was friggin’ electric!

As | fired the first shot his neck lengthened by about six
inches and his eyes bulged like a rabbit with myxo. He
really looked as if he had been jabbed with an electric
cattle prod on full power. In fact, Ron’s reaction was so
distracting that | lost concentration for a second and the
next shot went straight through the port tire. Ron was

a bit upset about the shooting (probably one of those
pinko animal lovers | guess) so | decided not to tell him
about our little problem with the tire.

Shortly afterwards | located the main herd and decided to
do my fighter pilot trick. Ron had gone back to praying
when, in one smooth sequence, | pulled on full flaps, cut
the power and started a sideslip from 10,500 feet down
to 500 feet and 130 knots indicated (the last time | looked
anyway) and the little needle rushing up the red area on
me ASI. What a buzz, mate!

About half way through the descent | looked back in the
cabin to see the calves suspended in mid air and mooing
like crazy. | was going to comment on this unusual sight
but Ron looked a bit green and had rolled himself into the
fetal position and was screamin’ his freaking head off.

Mate, talk about being in a bloody zoo.
You should have been there, it was so bloody funny.

At about 500 feet | attempted to level out. For some
reason we continued sinking. When we reached 50 feet
| applied full power but nothing happened; no noise, no
nothin. Then, luckily, | heard me instructor’s voice in me
head saying “carby heat, carby heat”. So | pulled carby
heat on and that helped quite a lot, with the engine
finally regaining full power.

Whew, that was really close, let me tell you.
Then mate, you'll never guess what happened next!

As luck would have it, at that height we flew into a
massive dust cloud caused by the cattle and suddenly
went |.F. bloody R. You would've been bloody proud of me
as | didn't panic once, not once, but | did make a mental
note to consider an instrument rating as soon as me gyro
is repaired. (Something I've been meaning to do for a
while now.)

Suddenly Ron’s elongated neck and bulging eyes
reappeared. His mouth opened wide, very wide, but no

sound emerged. “Take it easy,”| told him. “We'll be out
of this in a minute.” Sure enough, about a minute later we
emerge; still straight and level and still at 50 feet.

Admittedly, | was surprised to notice that we were upside
down and | kept thinking to myself, “I hope Ron didn’t
notice that | had forgotten to set the QNH when we were
taxiing”.

This minor tribulation forced me to fly to a nearby valley
in which | had to do a half roll to get upright again.

By now the main herd had divided into two groups
leaving a narrow strip between them.“Ah!," | thought,
“there’s an omen. We'll land right there.”

Knowing that the tire problem demanded a slow
approach, | flew a couple of steep turns with full flap.
Soon the stall warning horn was blaring so loud in me
ear that | cut it’s circuit breaker to shut it up, but by then |
knew we were slow enough anyway. | turned steeply into
a 75 foot final and put her down with a real thud.

Strangely enough, | had always thought you could only
ground loop in a tail dragger but, as usual, | was proved
wrong again. Halfway through our third loop Ron at last
recovered his sense of humor. Talk about laugh. I've never
seen the likes of it. He couldn’t stop. We finally rolled to

a halt and | released the calves, who bolted out of the
aircraft like there was no tomorrow.

| then began picking clumps of dry grass. Between gut
wrenching fits of laughter, Ron asked what | was doing.

| explained that we had to stuff the port tyre with grass
so we could fly back to the homestead. It was then that
Ron really lost the plot and started running away from the
aircraft.

Can you believe it? The last time | saw him he was off into
the distance, arms flailing in the air and still shrieking
with laughter. | later heard that he had been confined to
a psychiatric institution-- poor bugger.

Anyhow, mate, that’s enough about Ron. The problem is,
| just got a letter from CASA withdrawing, as they put it,
my privileges to fly; until | have undergone a complete
pilot training course again and undertaken another flight
proficiency test. Now | admit that | made a mistake in
taxiing over the wheel chock and not setting the QNH
using strip elevation, but | can’t see what else | did that
was so bloody bad that they have to

withdraw me flamin’ license.
Can you?
Frenchy

| am always after exiting stories and wild photos of your
adventures. Pleas send them to me to share with others.

regards
Warren Sly,
Editor

email warren.sly@prepress.co.nz
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